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RESOLUTION 2016-227
A RESOLUTION Confirming the Mayor’s APPOINTMENT OF STEPHANIE BURCH AS CHIEF OF THE REAL ESTATE DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE PURSUANT TO SECTION 32.402, ORDINANCE CODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appointment. 
The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of Stephanie Burch as Chief of the Real Estate Division of the Department of Public Works of the City of Jacksonville pursuant to Section 32.402, Ordinance Code.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is the curriculum vitae of Stephanie Burch.

Section 2. 
Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/   James R. McCain, Jr.
Office of General Counsel
Legislation prepared by: James R. McCain, Jr.
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STEPHANIE BURCH
326 6" Street
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233
(904) 654-4948
Stephanie @burchlawpllc.com

LEGAL EXPERIENCE:

Burch Law, PLLC, Jacksonville, Florida May, 2015 - present
Owner

Freelance transactional practice focused on supporting in-house counsel and law firms with contract negotiations
and drafting in the areas of real estate, transportation and logistics, and corporate law. Handle complex contract
negotiation and drafting projects related to purchase and sale, leasing, financing, licensing, IT, and vendor
agreements, residential and commercial real estate transactions, general real estate matters, and general corporate
matters, including business purchase and sale transactions.

Florida Coastal School of Law, Jacksonville, Florida April, 2014 ~ present
Adjunct Professor

Teach a distance learning course for LL.M and third year law students on transportation P3’s. Created course and
all lectures, learning materials, assignments and class participation activities. Focused on large transportation
P3’s and related regulatory issues, procurement process, and document drafting.

State of Florida, Department of Transportation, Tallahassee, Florida

Assistant General Counsel, March, 2010-September, 2013; Special Counsel, September, 2013-May, 2015
Focused on contract drafting and negotiation and the procurement of the Department’s public-private partnership
(P3) projects and other complex major transactions. Assisted in drafting and negotiating all procurement
documents, including the 40-year design/build/finance/operate/maintain Concession Agreement, for the $2.3
billion I-4 Ultimate P3 project in Orlando, Florida. Regularly provided advice for the procurement and negotiation
of lease of Department right-of-way agreements for major private infrastructure projects. Instrumental in the final
negotiations and drafting of documents related to the State of Florida’s $432 million acquisition of the 61 mile
SunRail corridor, including the real estate transaction as well as the operating agreements with the various user
railroads. Also responsible for the drafting and review of procurement documentation for construction of the
railroad, stations, and all ancillary services related to the SunRail commuter rail operations. Negotiated with CSX
Transportation, Inc. and the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority to complete the South Florida
Operating and Management Agreement on the South Florida Commuter Rail project. Worked with outside
counsel to timely obtain a Declaratory Order from the Surface Transportation Board for the South Florida
Commuter Rail project. Advised the Department’s Project Finance Office on all aspects of project funding,
including working closely with USDOT’s TIFIA office and identifying a conduit issuer for Private Activity
Bonds for the I-4 Ultimate project. Lead Counsel on the Department’s [-595 P3 project post substantial
completion; performed contract management and oversight of the Concession Agreement. Led a two-year process
to implement missing Department right-of-way leases and tower use agreements for telecommunications towers
throughout the state. Other daily tasks included: negotiating, drafting, reviewing, editing, and approving various
contracts, real property leases, procurement documents, funding and grant agreements, local agreements,
amendments, and modifications for all program areas; researching complex legal issues; managing outside
counsel contracts for major projects; drafting proposed legislation; processing public records requests; and
drafting settlement agreements. Regularly advised several program areas, including Project Finance, Procurement,
and the office of Freight, Logistics and Passenger Operations. Worked closely with and advised the Department’s
management team on various policy and legal matters on a daily basis.
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Baron Bartlett, P.A., Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida June, 2009 - March, 2010
Attorney

Proficient transactional associate who represented clients in commercial real estate closings (both real estate and
non-real estate based), including acquisitions, dispositions, and financing (lender and borrower representation).
Served clients in contract negotiation of purchase and sale agreements, buyer/seller closing documents, loan
documentation (including purchases, refinances, modifications, renewals), leasing (office and residential), escrow
agreements, and other related documentation. Represented private landowners and land developers in zoning,
environmental, land use and general land development matters including rezonings, comprehensive plan
amendments, plats/subdivisions, road vacations, concurrency, conservation easements, fair share agreements,
permitting (federal, state, and local) and other site development matters, working with governmental agencies
(federal, state, and local), and other attorneys and professionals. Careful management of clients’ due diligence
timelines while also identifying and clearing title and survey issues. Expert drafting of purchase and sale
contracts, closing documents, leases, easements, deeds, boundary line agreements, party wall agreements,
business condominium declarations, subordination and non-disclosure agreements, residential subdivision
covenants and restrictions, and corporate documentation. Also worked with St. Johns County Legal Aid to
represent clients pro bono in foreclosure defense and other consumer law matters.

Bartlett, Deal & Briley, P.A., Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

Legal Assistant, July, 2003-April, 2007; Associate Attorney, April, 2007-May, 2009

Transactional associate in commercial real estate closings, including acquisitions, dispositions, and financing.
Contract negotiation of purchase and sale agreements, buyer/seller closing documents, loan documentation,
leasing, escrow agreements, and other related documentation. Represented private landowners and land
developers in zoning, environmental, land use, and general land development matters including rezonings,
comprehensive plan amendments, plats/subdivisions, road vacations, concurrency, conservation easements, fair
share agreements, permitting and other site development matters, working with local and state government
employees, other attorneys, and professionals. Identified and cleared title and survey issues. Supported the
litigation department by researching legal issues, drafting memoranda of law, pleadings, and motions. Assisted
residential loan processors by processing residential refinances, purchases, and construction loans.

EDUCATION:

Florida Coastal School of Law, Jacksonville, Florida

Juris Doctor, December, 2005.

Activities: Member of Environmental Law Community Action Team. Assisted with organization of the
Environmental Summit in the fall of 2004. Worked as a Barbri student representative.

Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan

Bachelor of Science in Fisheries and Wildlife, May, 1999

Activities: Tropical Ecology and Management Overseas Study, San Salvador Island, Bahamas. Completed
six credits of coursework in May, 1997. Member of Alpha Gamma Delta sorority. Served on Executive Council
as Property Manager for three semesters. Participated in and organized sorority’s involvement with Special
Olympics. Selected as a Rush Counselor for Fall Rush 1998.

BAR MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES:

Admitted to the Florida Bar

Appointed to the Florida Bar’s Media & Communications Law Committee, July 1, 2014 — June 30, 2015
Appointed to the Florida Bar’s Leadership Academy Committee, July 1, 2015 — June 30, 2018

Member of the Florida Public Transportation Association, 2015-present

Member of the Jacksonville Women Lawyers Association, 2015-present
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